Understanding
Planning in Houston

Nycoele €. Simpkins

PeparmenteirUranrPlannngranc EqvienmentaifRolicy,
BaisaieNerdanEVickeytelant SChoe oI RUBICHATIRINS
exasiSeutermURIVersiLy;
PrejectVenter: DI Bracshawiseyvey




Introduction

¢ Houston, Texas has a strong
reputation as a city that refuses to
plan fer Its future

¢ It has) rejected conventional land use
ZONING

¢ Lecall Wi reguires thab FHeusteon
Create a comprehensive plan




Definition

¢ A comprehensive plan Is an official public
document that Is adepted by a local
government

¢ [[he contents of the plan; are
comprehensive, generall, and leong range

» A comprehensive plan Is Intended te
“direct: development; rather than) te
“guIide i

Seurce: TherGreowineg Smart Legisiative Guidenook, 2002.




A vision for Houston

Hew: dees the city, prepare for
comprehensive plan?




Prototype Comprehensive Plan

\Work Plan

¢ Collect planning documents

¢ Review the assembled planning
documents

¢ Analysis of planning documents
¢ Summarize the findings




Collect planning documents

¢ Documents gathered from:

—Clity of Houston Planning and
Development Department

—\Websites

—CIVvic Clule meetings and puBlic
MEEHnNGgS

—Phvate and puklic 2gERCIes




Review of planning documents

¢ [hirty-eight plans were identified
¢ Plans ranged from 1995, to 2006
s Plans were categorized as:
—Neighboerheod plans
—District plans
—Clity-wide plans
—Regional plans
—Corrdor plans




Analysis of planning documents

Levels ldentified

¢ Neighborhood Plans- Ten
District Plans- Nine
City-wide Plans- Six
Regional Plans- Eight
Corridor Plans- Five

Planning Decuments Eramework
Title, Agency, Author
Date
EUnction
Vaiprvisiens, Valles, geals
IKEY/ PIEJECLS), Programs,
PEIICIES; KECOMMENEALIGNRS

F:\Summer2006\Corridor Plans Framework.doc




Summary. of findings

Commonalities

Affordable Housing

Ailr Quality

Open Space Preservation
Population Growith

Job Growith

Walkable Communities
Fleed Conitrol

Economic Develepmeni
Urbban Design

Traffic congestion
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Summary. of findings

Main Visions, Missions, and Goals

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
4
¢
L/
¢
\ 4

Increase street and highway capacity.
Promoete transit expansion

Promote walking and bicycling
Impreve urban design

Suppert afferdable housing

Protect historic resources

Improve sterm wWater management
Invest In urban Infrastructure
Preserve and develop green space
Impreve Alr Quality

Impreve puklic salety

Corrlclor Pleigs Arlzll\sis agivuiSleasielele




Summary. of findings

Differences

» Geographical scope

» Agencies invoelved in the preparation
9 Levell off sUpport

9 me hirame

¥ CommunRity pParticipaten




Creating a comprehensive plan

¢ Demonstrate by developing a
“prototype™ comprehensive plan

— Benefits

¢ Show the common elemenits addressed In
existing plans

& Connect the visions of all' existing plans

¢ Simpler, cheaper, and Iess time consuming
than the creation of an actual one

¢ GlIVe ereanizabens: airaimewWo ks tor feliew
WhlerdevelopinerpPreJEectsS




Conclusion
Why plan?

¢ Growth projections of eight to eleven
million people in the year 2040
metropoelitan Houston

¢ [[he ciby, cannoet afferd ter allew
continuation aff challenges: trafiic
Congestion), alfierdanle heusing, air guality,
OPEN SPACE PrESERALIoN; ElC:

¢ Providera better guality of live i
plieparation eriuittie: development
PIOJECES

% Onganizerthercity I ecoming alivable
COMIMAUIRATLY




